Home tricks of the trade

Bauilding your deck will be easier if you prepare all T v JN RN Qe T T 1D Y& N &
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before you build. Once your deck is up, access will be '
mied Buld your own
Lay Weed Control Mat over the area to prevent weed
growth nnderneath.
MMeasuring is easy, materials are expensive. Double
check all measurements and marlangs before you ot
any piece of material.
To get a straight, even edge to your finished decldng,
let the ends overhang about 50, then trim them all
together with a saw when the job's completed.
Remember, when using any power tool, your eyes
should always be protected by wearing suitahle
goggles.
Depending on the size and construction of your deck
vou may need the approval of your local Shire or
Council before you start.

IMPORTANT: This instruction booklet has been produced to
provide basic information and our experienced staff available to
answer any questions you may have. However, the use of this
information is on the understanding that Kusasa 360 Projects and
Hardware (including its author, owners and proprietors) disclaim all
and any liability for any damages or other amounts found to be
recoverable resulting from such information, even when given
negligently or attributable directly or consequentially upon any act
or omission of Kusasa 360 Projects and Hardware. Should Kusasa
360 Projects and Hardware be found liable in any way for the

information provided, the user acknowledges and agrees that such D E C K
liability shall be deemed null and void. The user is advised to call

on a qualified tradesman, such as an electrician or plumber where

expert services are required.

WARNING: There may be by-laws or regulations of councils or
statutory bodies that need to be fulfilled in the leaflet.
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Fixing brackels - —

" Siringer

Notched post

Post

The right position

Position is important, your deck should be practical and where
possible make the most of the sun.

With careful consideration you may not have to clear plants,
bushes or trees and by avoiding drains, external pipes and
plumbing, you will make the project even simpler.
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Bearer (Fig 1)

Malke it legal

Check permit requirements and suitability of the deck location
with your Council. Also check safety requirements for steps and
railings.

The right timbers

Home Timber and Hardware carry a comprehensive range of
durable timbers that will compliment any home, and as your
deck will be exposed to sun, rain, wear and tear the use of
correct timber will ensure long life.



The right tools

You will need a hand or power saw, chisel, measuring tape,
screwdriver, electric drill and hits, spanners or adjustahle
wrench, hammer, wood or metal stalees, spirit level, builder’s
line, square and a shovel.

The right materials

Take your scale plan to Kusasa 360 Projects and Hardware
expert, where the friendly staff will advise you on timber
lengths to minimise off-cuts and materials such as:

dry or pre-mixed concrete, stain or paint, structural timber
fasteners, universal trip’l grip, strap nail, tylok plates, masonry
anchors, timbers, galvanised screws and decking nails.

Preparation

Site preparation is important, poor drainage must be avoided
as it leads to footing problems and water accumulation.
Further undergrowth can be minimised by laying plastic
sheeting or weed mat and covering with crushed rock or pine
bark. Both are aesthetically pleasing.

Fix wall ledger

Place marks on house wall at each end, then using masonry
nails, a string line and spirit level, check for level.

Cut the ledger to length and lift into position. Drill into the
house wall and bolt to the masonry.

Check the ledger height, level and position and then secure
with the remaining bolts.

Pegging out

Eun a siring line along the side of the house and out to past the
intended depth of the deck and secure to a stake. Then place a
timber onto the ledger and support the other end with a
temporary post at the distance of the corner post (C). Checlt
that distances (A and (B) are equal and that the timber is level
and temporary post is plumb. Place a peg in the ground af the
location of the cormer and any intermediate posts and remove
the timbers and dig the holes. Repeat the procedure for the
length of the deck (Fig Z).

Post holes and footings

Dig all post holes to the required specifications and mix and
place a concrete footing in the bottom of each hole (Fig 3).
Allow the footing to cure before proceeding.

Trim the posis

Repeating the procedure in Step 8, measure from the

bottom of the horizontal timber to the footing. Add this
measurement to the distance the posts will go above the bearer



(deck thickness, railings
ete.) and cut the post to
length.

Then measure down the
post and notch out a section
to support the bearer. Stand
the post in the hole and
brace while checking phunb
with a spirit level.

Fix bearers &
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(Fig 2)

floor joists
Cut the bearer to length, locate it in the notched section of
the post (Fig 4) and temporarily clamp it into place.
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(Fig 4)

Then cnll through the beorer ord post. Bale the beorer o tha
posi and check height el bevel using & spin leeel,

Ot the floaor joists to lerngth sand place che first am bath ledger
and bearer. Btarting ot the ledger crd, sloew mailing theongh
bath siches of the jodst (Fig 50, Check thar the streciure is
squeae ond place a spirit Lewel an the joist to chesk thare is no
fall befors ixing the renminag joisia Fimally it the metal
hracrkers, Fix the poes boles by compacomg a dry comemete
i Snarn ot a timee (Fig )
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Start laying the deck from the house and working outward,
fixing with two nails at each joist. Boards should only abut at
Joists (Fig 6) and ends should have a slight overhang to permit
trimming, producing a clean finish to the deck (Fig 7).

(Fig 7) | -
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Building the steps

Cut stringers to length, then cut each end to the appropriate
angle and using an adjustable set square, mark the locations
of the cleats. Then nail the cleats to the stringers (Fig 1.

Fix the stringer foot brackets to the foundation and place and
balt both the stringers to the deck and then the brackets,
Finally fit the stair treads, skew nailing into both cleats and
stringers (Fig 1.

 STEP 14

Fix the railings

If using railings, cut them to length, clamp into position and
drill and bolt to the posts. Then mark the position of the
uprights and screw them to each railing (Fig 1.

If you intend to use an ircfill style of railing, cut the bottom
channel to length and fit it between the two posts, then fit the
post channel sections. Mext cut the infill to size and =it it into
the charmel and place the top channel onto it and secure the
posts (Fig 1)

. STEPFP 15

Finishing off

Remove all temporary braces, string lines and stalkes. Sand
where necessary and give any stained or painted surfaces
a second coat.



